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SUBJECT: FRG POSITION ON INTERNATIONAL TIN COUNCIL 
(ITC) MEETING, LONDON, JULY 11-14 

REF: (A) STATE 158743 (B) BONN 6095 

1 . IN BRIEF TALK WITH MINISTRY OF ECONOMICS OFFICIAL, 

EMBOFF WAS TOLD FRG POSITION ON PRODUCER PROPOSAL TO 
RAISE TIN PRICE RANGE AT JULY MEETING OF ITC WAS NOT 
YET CLEAR. FRG BELIEVES THERE IS NO VALID ECONOMIC 
ARGUMENT FOR INCREASING PRICES AT THIS TIME, AND FRG 
WILL TAKE THIS LINE IN INTRA-EC WORKING GROUP MEETINGS; 

HOWEVER, CIRCUMSTANCES COULD FORCE FRG TO AGREE TO AN 
INCREASE (HOW MUCH IS NOT CLEAR), IF IT BECOMES CLEAR 
THAT THEY WOULD OTHERWISE BECOME ISOLATED. 

2. OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT IF THE U.S. HOLDS OUT STRONGLY 
AGAINST AN INCREASE, THE FRG WOULD PROBABLY SUPPORT US 
DOWN TO THE WIRE, EVEN IN THE FACE OF AGREEMENT TO AN 
INCREASE ON THE PART OF OTHER EC MEMBERS AND OTHER 
CONSUMERS. SIMILARLY, AT THE FIRST SIGN OF HESITATION ON 
THE PART OF THE US, THE FRG WOULD PROBABLY ACQUIESCE IN A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONSENSUS OF THE EC TO GO ALONG WITH AN INCREASE. 

3. WE EXPECT THE FRG POSITION TO REMAIN FLEXIBLE UNTIL 
THE LAST MINUTE. THEIR PRESENT QUANDARY IS COMPLICATED 
BY THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NO BONN BASED REPRESENTATIVE 
SENT TO THE ITC ECONOMIC AND PRICE REVIEW PANEL MEETING 
IN BANGKOK, AND THE REPORT SENT BACK BY THE GERMAN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

EMBASSY (BANGKOK) OBSERVER WAS INCOMPLETE. IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, WE PROVIDED A SUMMARY OF REFTEL (A) TO 
ECONOMICS MINISTRY. 

4. EMBOFF INDICATED THAT HE WOULD KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH 
WITH MINISTRY OFFICIALS, PARTICULARLY STIEPEL (WHO WILL 
REPLACE FEHIING AT THE JULY ITC MEETING) AND LANG. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY ADVICE ON US POSITION AT 
JULY ITC MEETING FOR MOST EFFECTIVE COORDINATION WITH 
FRG OFFICIALS. 

STOESSEL 
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